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MURDEROUS MIDWIFE, 
WITH HER 0 
ROASTED PuNISHMENT,&Cc. 


7 F we confider the  (al- 
WIA@2 moſt yearly ) fad Exam- 
Rf = ples of deſperate and hor- 
{AYZMN rid Murderers, who, for 
miby; all their Craft, Artifices, 
$8 and Contrivances, tg, 
blind the Eye of Pravi- 
dence, and to deceive 
D MASS and prevent their Fate , 
| | | JI have met. their. juſt 
RR Ea . -. . dooms, -and never clca-; 
ped diſcovery , 'and ſometimes ſingular, remarkables, 
and ditefut Puniſhments; We. have no ſmall ea 
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to admire, that Chriſtianity, judicious Severity, and; 

the horrible, but meritorious rewards that crown. 
the deteſtable deeds. of ſo many MalefaCtors, are not 
powerful enough to: frighten (if Religion cart per- 
fuade ) all barbarous and inhumane reſolutions oa 
action , if it did not quaſh intirely the budding 
thoughts thereof. Paſling by many Stories-that for 
_ the inſtruction of the World would have deſerved. 
the Printing, I ſhall nov only confine my ſelf. tothe 
deſcription of a Relation, not ſtranger than true z 
there being few. perſons (eſpecially of Quality ) 
about Court, or Merchants about the City who have 
any Correſpondence at Paris, that. either by Letters 
from their Friends reſiding there, or by the Reports 
of ſuch Acquaintance as either came fromthe place, 
and told it them for diverſion of tedious time, or to 
content their- Curioſity, orgelated it by chance in 
their hearing ; that have not been. ſatisfied: fully in. 
what I am going to expoſe to all ſhall view this-Pa- 
per. The Story (for the blackneſs of its dye, the 
innocency of the Sufferers , the: careleſs Cruelty 
of the Actreſs, whoſe heart and hand ſhould-have 
been guilty of more quner ae Aa at any ſin- 
gle one, if not all the moſt abominable Commiſſions 
of ſingle Perſons. 


At Paris in France (and no longer (ince than 
in. the Month of laſt 24ay _) there lived a Midwife 
C the Street I cannot exadly tell) in great Credit 
and Repute, being made uſe of by moſt of the pros 
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Ladies there,as indeed ſhe was Miſtreſs of her Trade, 
and {kilful (though not honeſt) m her Art, She 
kept a large Houſe for the entertainment of perſons 
of all conditions; conditions I may well fay, ſeeing 
ſome Countrey-Gentry lodged there for the fairneſs 
of her Chambers, others todk up her Rooms for the 
more convenience of her advice and afliftance in 
Childbirth. Some again of meaner Quality, came 
to be delivered by her, with worſer intentions than 
for a ſafe delivery, upon whoſe ſuccels lies the ſtreſs 
of my Relation. What wickedneſs and villainous 
imaginations hath this Age more univerſally atfor- 
ded in Mortals than any other ! And who could. 
have fancied. any Egyptian had been of ſuch a Cal- 
ling in Chreſtendome £ Certainly it is to be fear*d,the 
Temptations of ſuch Profeſſors muſt. be coſtly and 
frequent, ina time, when perſons without the leaſt 
regard hazard both Bodies and fouls, and only for a. 
few momentary pleaſures. But to. our purpoſe. 
This Midwife, by. her vaſt-pra&tice and chargeable 

rates in thoſe many years ſhe went uninterruptedly 
through her buſineſs, had gotten as much Wealth as 
Fame; till at length Providence, to appear th” 

brighter in the manifeſtation of its Omniſcience . 

through the darkeſt Clouds of Treachery, and to- 
ſave many who might be deſigned a long time afore-- 
hand to dye , and to have their eyes cloſed to all 

mortality, ſo ſoon-as they had. once become miſera- 
ble Mortals ; nay , without the command for it by a 
Pharaoh : The All-ſeeing Eye, I fay, would permit 
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no longer thoſe private diſpatches were made un- 
der her roof of Iniquity, but diſcloſed her thus : 


A Gentleman that lived near her, was ever and 
anon troubled with fearful Dreams; and his diſturb- 
ed Spirit would Divinely ſuggeſt to him, that this 
Woman was otherwiſe than ſhe ſeem'd : For he had 
obſerved a great reſort of young Women to her 
Houſe ; had been certainly informed a many were 
made Mothers in it ; but could ſeldom ſee or hear 
of any Children either about the Houle , or being 
put to Nurſe. . Theſe uſual and perplexing thoughts 
would not let him reſt , until he had communicated 
his mind to ſome Friends, who joyntly weighing 
the reaſons of his perturbations, concluded there 
was cauſe enough to ſuſpe&, and reſolved to ſearch 
ſpeedily further into it. Accordingly forging a Ru- 
mour that one of them had loſt ſome Plate, and that 
they had gotten a Warrant to ſearch the Neighbour- 
hood, beginning formally and cunningly to perform 
the caring of their deſign, they run over ſeve- 
ral other adjoyning Houſes, till they were come to 
the Midwifes, who, for all her guilt, coufd not fore-. 
{ee the approach of Juſtice, andthe puniſhment her 
Crimes were drawing her into. op 

Briefly, as it was deliberated, they march immedi- 
ately to the Privy, which was none of the narrow-. 
eſt, and with InfiCaricats plunging the place, they 
quickly poked out with their Thol: firſt a Child, that 
lookt as if it had been newly calt in there. T_ 
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they might well, through amazement at ſuch a de- 
plorable ſpeacle, and the ſteneh that proceeded 
from the Office, have remitted a {tricter enquiry to 


another time 3 yet Providence ſo ſupernaturally 
ſtrengthned them, as they continued till they had 


. brought out the Sixty ſecond Infant 5 which altoniſh- 


ment and pity , together with their ſmell, would not 
let them much pals over with their eyes. 
Nevertheleſs having ſo wary an eye on the Au- 
threſs as to watch, and upon finding the firſt Child , 
to ſecure her , when the emptineſs of the Privy 
gave them time to ponder on, Jultice, they feat to 
acquaint the Officers Criminal, who haltened thither 
to behold the Corps of. a company of Babes; ſome 


- almoſt rotted te nothing, others whom. time had not 


ſo much dammified, and ſome whoſe freſh interment 
had disfigured them only through the naſtineſs of 
the Tomb. In ſhort, the Woman was examined , 
whoſe too guilty Conſcience flew 1n her face, and 
ſuffered her not to make one No, or to deny any 
thing ſhe was accuſed of, According te-their form 
of. Tryal,her Proceſs was drawn; ſhe was Condemn- 
ed, and 1n order to her Execution on the 28th of 
the aboveſaid ay, in the place, decreed for ſuffer- 
Ing, was firſt erected'achigh Gibbetz under it was 
made a Fire of the beſt Fuel could be had, to yield 
the greateſt heat; then ſhe being brought thither , 
and ended her laſt Prayers; ſhe was put 1ntoan Iron 
Cage with Sixteen Wild-Cats gotten on purpoſe. 
The Cage being hung appointedly over the Fire, in 
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that manner ſhe and herFelilow-ſufferers were Roaſt- 
ed todeath ; a puniſhment, of ſuch ſtrangeneſs, but 
of that fulneſs, as will make her to be remembred to 
the Worlds end. if it works not on all preſent and 
to come, toſtrive againſt Temptations that bring at 
their heels ſo much Infamy and Torture, beſides 

what they ſhall endure in the Greateſ# of Days. | 


Thus had ſhethe recompence of her deſerts, and 
may the ſame be ſerved on all that valne the life of 
Man no more. But to hinder any Miſchiefs that the 
Letting of Lodgings by Midwives might beget for 
the future, the Parliament have Enacted, and iſſued 
it out, That no Midwife,on pain of death,offer to Lett 
out ſo much as one Room, or more, nor dare to en-_ 
tertain any perſon to be Delivered in her Houſe. 


